
 

 

2016 President’s Report for AGM Camberwell High School Ex-Students Society (CHESS)  
 

The past year has continued to be worthwhile thanks to our volunteer committee who represent five 

decades and bring valuable skills, experience and enthusiasm. Many ex-students have thanked us for 

our efforts which has been appreciated.    

The committee members are: Geoff Head, Eugene Smarrelli, Joel Porter, Steve Callinan-Moore, 

Neil Robson, Ashley Wah and Bob Taylor with additional help from Jill Fletcher (Davies), Audrey 

Broomhead, Lisa Grayson, Marnie Kok, Trevor Robinson and Helen Cumming.  

This is a summary of the various ways we have connected with our alumni and our school.   

 

2015 Ex-Students’ Society Scholarship Winners $3,000p.a. 

At the 2015 Valedictory and Presentation evenings 4 awards were presented. They are given “to 

students who have shown commitment to their studies and whom we wish to encourage in their 

pursuit of excellence.” The remainder of our contribution will be used to assist students who need 

support with their education.  

2015 recipients were Year 12: Daniel Beddison and Alana Brown. Year 11: Kostas Mellos.  

Year 10: Oliver Bryant  
 

The Robert Ewins Memorial Fund $750p.a. 

English Literature Awards: Year 11: Beth Lane. Year 10: Ayat Abdullah. The remainder of our 

contribution will be used for the benefit of English Literature within the Brereton Library.  

 

Reunions and Events 2015  

The following reunions and events have occurred over the past 12 months. 

Reunions 

 The years of ’65, ’85 and ’95. The ex-students from 2012/2013 had a combined reunion. 

Events  

 The Mid-year luncheon was held in July with 60 ex-students from 1945 to 1972, including 

some who had travelled long distances and appreciated the opportunity to come to a 

CHESS function during the day. Ex-Principal Ann Rusden joined us and continues to be 

most supportive of CHESS. Author and alumnus Hazel Edwards OAM spoke on How to 

write a non-boring family history.  

 The end of year dinner was held at Box Hill Golf Club with 60 ex-students and guests, 

including some from WA and Tasmania. Current students provided music on arrival and 

comedian Jack Levy (aka Elliot Goblet- class of ‘68) entertained us during the evening. We 

appreciate his generosity. Wine was donated by Eugene Smarrelli from Banks Group.  

 

Chessmoves newsletter 

The newsletter is published 3 times a year with the help of a parent Helen Cumming, who is a 

desktop publisher. The electronic version is well received. Fifty members require a postal version 

and Audrey Broomhead assists with this task. Yvonne Giltinan is the editor. Contributions from 

alumni are always appreciated. 

 

Chess Website www.chessmoves.com 
Regular work is carried out on our website by Lisa Grayson. Thanks to the work of Steve Callinan-

Moore we will soon have a complete set of Prospice dating back to the first one published in 1946. 

Members can also access the newsletter, new membership and annual subscriptions forms, notices 

of events, reunions and the AGM. In 2015 the website had over 4,500 visitors. This year we have 

already had over 1,400. Our visitors mostly come from Australia, the UK, and the USA.   

 

Membership and Database.  

As a committee we are very keen to grow our membership.  Geoff Head continues to work 

diligently on the database which enables us to communicate effectively with alumni. We currently 

have 885 ex-students who receive the newsletter by email and 186 financial members.  

 

 

 

http://www.chessmoves.com/


 

 

Our finances  

With sound financial management from Treasurer Eugene Smarrelli and Trevor Robinson and 

diligent support from Neil Robson, we now have good processes in place for receiving payments 

and donations. Geoff Head acknowledges payments and donations with receipts. Ken James is 

taking on the role of Treasurer and we thank Eugene and Trevor for their commitment to CHESS 

and our finances for the last 2 years.  

 

Social media  

Social media is a strategic way to engage with our younger alumni. Ashley Wah is regularly posting 

events and news on Facebook. Many ex-students are now using Facebook to organise their own 

reunions without the need to access the CHESS database. 

 

Continuing links with Camberwell High School 

We continue to enjoy a good relationship with the school. Bob Taylor is representing CHESS at 

monthly Council meetings. Last year members of the committee shared lunch with the school 

leaders, spoke to the Year 12 cohort and presented CHESS awards at the Year 12 Valedictory 

awards and Presentation evenings. Current school events are advertised in our newsletter and  

ex-students are welcome to attend. Some ex-students have also offered to provide careers advice. 

 

In conclusion I want to thank the committee for working with me. CHESS can only function 

because of their continuing interest, commitment and conscientious contributions, and I am very 

grateful that I have their support.  

                                                                                                         Yvonne Giltinan, President 

 

 

 

 

 


