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1940-1949 
 
Despite the turmoil of the war and temporary re-location to other school, students 
from 1945 onwards experience the “real beginning of the school” (Dr James, Speech 
Night 1945). Prefects, school houses, green uniforms, Prospice, choral festival, sports 
carnivals and the new school motto, Disco consulere aliis, all helped to create “an 
excellent school tone.” (Roy Andrews, 1948)  
 
1941  

• 362 students commenced on 27th May with Dr A.V.G James the Headmaster  
• Conditions were primitive with students walking on planks to get into buildings    
• School had to raise own money for necessities like chalk, dusters, pencils, 

library books and outside seats. Parents asked to give 10 shillings per student  
• Robert Menzies spoke at 1st Speech Night on 4th December  
• Whole school travelled by trams to end of year picnic at Wattle Park  

1942  
• Decision made to “disintegrate” CHS so that Melbourne HS boys could be 

accommodated after their displacement by the U.S. army 
• Some CHS students went to central schools, some boys stayed on, others went 

to Box Hill HS, and the girls went to Mangarra Road. Students continued to 
wear their CHS uniform. 

• Boys gave up sports time to dig air raid trenches on the oval  
1945 

• CHS reopened but not all previous students returned  
• Professional and commercial courses offered  
• PFA revived and raised money for equipment  
• Everyone was divided into four school houses named “by popular vote of pupils 

and staff” after “four great men who played an outstanding part in preserving 
our freedom”.   

• The prefect system was established to “develop the principle of self -
government in the school. Prefects were elected by students and the head 
prefects were elected by the prefects.   

• The school crest and motto were in place  
• The Pirates of Penzance was staged.  

1946 
• Senior students collated the 1st Prospice under Miss Egan’s supervision  
• The 1st annual dramatic entertainment and the 1st House Choral Contest took 

place at Hawthorn Town Hall 
• Anzac Day was commemorated with 2 speeches from staff who were returned 

soldiers  
• Plays written by students were performed.   

1947 
• Official Opening of the school 11th October  
• Landscaping and ovals were in place and basketball and tennis courts levelled  
• Rations were still in place and the tuckshop could not get any butter 

1948 
• Roy W. Andrews was Headmaster from 1948-1952 then 1958-1965. He sought 

full parental support and a strong alliance between home and school.  
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1950-1959 
 
Even though the school was overcrowded with inadequate facilities and staff shortages, 
students of the 1950’s participated in professional and academic programs and a wide 
range of sports. Annual visits to and by Warrigal HS were a highlight. Boys and girls 
were kept separate in some classes, the school yard and at assemblies. Dedicated and 
highly qualified teachers had a positive influence, despite having 40 pupils in each 
class in Years I to IV. 

 
1950 

• The school song was first performed at the 1950 Speech night. Words by Miss 
Egan and Music by Mr Hallett. 

• The school orchestra performed at the Prefects Induction, the Choral Festival, 
Anzac Day and Empire Day.  

• 2 Bristol pre-fab classrooms built to ease accommodation problems  
• Fences were installed but no gates  

1953  
• A. T. Ebbels was the Headmaster between 1953 and 1957 

1954  
• Scenes from Shakespeare’s King Lear and A.A. Milne’s The Ugly Duckling were 

staged. 
1955 

• Because the girls had to change for sport in the bicycle shed with an earth floor, 
fundraising a gymnasium with proper changing rooms was commenced. 

• The Choral Festival was held at Hawthorn Town Hall for the first time.  
• Rowing was introduced under coaches, Harold Begbie and then Michael 

Aikman, a King’s Cup winner and member of 1956 Olympic crew.  
1956 

• The Sports Pavilion was completed in May. Phys. Ed. classes began immediately 
despite no any electricity for months 

• There was a wide range of inter-school competitions and some outstanding 
sportsmen. Neil Twitt carried the Olympic torch in 1956 and Lindsay Kline was 
the school’s only test cricketer. 

• School finished early to allow students and staff to attend the Olympic games. 
• The 1st matriculation year commenced with 54 students and 14 subjects  
• Languages offered were Form I Latin, Form II French or Latin.  
• Students could also study musical appreciation, woodwork and needlework 
• More building works included a men’s staffroom and an arts and crafts room. 

1957 
• The Sports Pavilion was officially opened and named the Moffatt pavilion after a 

Hawthorn Councillor. Discussions began to also build a gymnasium.  
1958 

• 19 Asian students were now attending the school.  
• The comedy Quality Street was staged at the Camberwell Town Hall.  

1959 
• The new gymnasium was finished at the cost of 2,300 
• There was a regimented order to the school week. Monday-whole school 

assembly; Tuesday–house assemblies; Wednesday-boys and girls’ assemblies; 
Friday-Christian Education for Protestants, plus separate classes for Catholics 
and Jews. 

• The Head of the River was won by three of our Eights. 
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1960-1969 
By 1963, 900 students were enrolled and there was a critical shortage of 
accommodation. Some highly qualified members of the Parents’ Association were 
unhappy about the accommodation problems and the lack of a strong educational 
focus. They formed a parent’s’ lobby group and set up regular parent/teacher nights. 
Unfortunately, there was a gradual erosion of traditional values. Respect for authority, 
cheerful and willing obedience, courtesy and formality and loyalty toward the school 
were not evident.   
 
1960 

• Only 3 students accompanied the Principal Roy Andrews to Empire Day. The 6th 
formers were dressed down for their lack of patriotism.  

1961 
• The Parent’s Association raised 1,500 pounds to complete a plan for the oval. 

1962 
• Despite requests dating back to 1948, the Department finally admitted that it 

could not provide ornamental gates at the entrance. 
1963  

• With 900 students enrolled there was a shortage of accommodation.  
1964 

• The oval’s retaining walls were completed using 6500 bluestone pitchers from 
Camberwell roads.  

1965 
• The school acquired its own racing eight boat named after Principal RW 

Andrews.  
• The drama group presented Arthur Miller’s The Crucible and T.S Elliot’s The 

Martyrdom of St Thomas.   
• The school band commenced with 21 students playing assorted instruments.  

1966 
• New Principal C. Ivor Gazzard spent the last 2 years of his career at CHS. He 

introduced a SRC and reduced exam time for Form I to V.  
• From 1965-1983 Ann Rusden taught at CHS. Her speciality was Senior Physics 
• “Forum,” a lunchtime debating and discussion group, was set up to address 

discontent about the lack of pupil participation in the running of the school.  
• Senior students agitated for 2 years before a SRC was formed with 

representatives from each form.  
• The drama group had a festival of plays including one by a Form V student.    

1967 
• The drama group produced three plays that they had written.  

1968 
• Hubert Slattery became Principal for 3 years and introduced a number of 

changes: English, History, Maths and Geography were taught in “home rooms” 
to Form I and exams were abolished for Forms I-IV  

• The temporary canteen began operating 
• Enrolments had stabilised at 770 
• The drama group produced three plays they had written.  

1969 
• Senior students showed little enthusiasm for sport. Less than 50% of Matric. 

students played any sport, despite sport being organised every Wed. afternoon.  
•  The drama students produced 4 plays. One included film and sound effects. 
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1970-1979 
 
Under the leadership of Principal Joan Essex, a number of much needed changes were 
implemented. New subjects, electives and extra-curricula activities enhanced the 
learning opportunities during and after school. Unfortunately, there was a rise in anti-
social behaviour, and little commitment to the House system, competitive sport or 
team activities. The Monday morning Patriotic Ceremony was disbanded.  
 
1970 

• The school had a new classroom block, assembly hall and library.  
• Student numbers increased to 845 because local central schools closed down.  

1971 
• Lack of specialised staff, poor quality and/or incompetent teachers in the junior 

school, overcrowding, a decline in respect for authority and willingness to 
accept discipline and direction were challenges addressed by Joan Essex. 

• Enrolments continued to climb with 956 students: 556 boys and 400 girls. 
• Despite having no curtains or lights, the school hall was used for the drama 

productions for the first time. 7 plays were staged.  
1972 

• Three teachers arrived from the United States.  
• A 5 period day was introduced with new electives: First Aid, Pre-driver 

education, orchestra. Boys did cooking, girls did metalwork and woodwork.  
• The musical The Boyfriend was staged along with 7 other plays.  

1973 
• The new experimental community school opened with 100 students from 

Forms I-VI. There were 8 teachers, 18 ducks, 5 chooks, a rooster, goat and 5 
black sheep! Students enjoyed more freedom and were allowed to smoke.  

• Trial by Jury was staged in addition to 8 other plays.  
• A Combined House Report stated: “house spirit among the masses is dead.”  

1974 
• Because of the lack of respect shown by students towards prefects, a nine 

member “General Committee” was put in place. It lasted one year.  
1975 

• The school held its first Open day and over 1,000 people enjoyed displays, 
demonstrations, sport, drama and representative cultural activities. 

• By the end of 1975 the experimental community school closed. 
• Trial by Jury and 11 other plays were staged.  

1976 
• An old car was bought for students to work on. 
• An enthusiastic production of HMS Pinafore was staged. 

1977 
• David J. Collins became the 6th Principal and remained there until 1987. He 

addressed vandalism, thoughtless destruction of furniture and foul language. 
• From 1977 teams entered the Victorian Schools Debating Competition. 
• The Mikado and The Admirable Crichton were produced.   

1978 
• New parents, students and staff were invited to the Year 7 Sausage sizzle. 
• The Pirates of Penzance and The Big Men Fly were staged.  

1979 
• Each week students had 12 periods of English, French, Mathematics and Phys. 

Ed. Electives included graphic communication, metalwork or sex education. 
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1980-1989 
 
Throughout the 1980’s, conservative staff and parents ensured the senior school 
maintained a high academic standard. Camping in regional Victoria and Outdoor 
Education were introduced. Considerable discussion occurred about a collaboration 
with Wattle Park HS, but eventually it was decided that CHS would remain a “single 
site, co-educational Year 7-12 high school with a ceiling of 850 students”.  
 
1980 

• For a short time, the school was declared “marginally disadvantaged” because a 
number of students came from a one-parent or a pensioner family. 

• The Importance of Being Ernest and Calamity Jane were staged.  
1981 

• The Council authorised spending $500 on light-weight camping equipment. 
• The Real Inspector Hound was produced.   

1983 
• Sport was revived when a Sport Co-Ordinator and a School Sports Captain were 

appointed. Houses designed and made their own flags.   
• Junior and Senior Bands were revived and performed at the Royal Show.  
• The musical Salad Days was staged.  

1984 
• Energetic SRC and house captains introduced a Slave Auction of year 12 

students, a talent quest, debating competitions and a 1984-time capsule.  
• The revived Choral Festival was a huge success. 
• The musical Free as Air was performed.  

1985 
• Students in Year 10 commenced a Computer Awareness elective. 
• 42% of students came from migrant backgrounds. Main languages spoken at 

home were Greek, Vietnamese and Chinese. 
• At the House Swimming Sports cheer squads helped build team spirit and 

encouraged student participation.  
• The musical Anything Goes was performed. 

1986 
• 43 Year 11 students went on the first camp to Central Australia.  
• Pastoral care and a Peer Support Programme were introduced. 11 students were 

trained to look after Year 7 students in small groups.  
• The rock ‘n roll musical Grease was staged.  

1987 
• Ann S. Rusden commenced as Principal. She was the 8th Principal and the first 

to be appointed by a school based assessment panel.   
• The Year 11’s enjoyed the opportunity to “whinge, whine and complain” to 

teachers during the Students’ Response Day. “For conservative CHS, this 
marked “an entirely new, open and fresh approach to our life at school.”  

• The musical Me and my Girl was performed.  
1988 

• The Drama Festival was revived. Each House presented a 30-minute play.  
• Music had become one of the school’s major drawcards due to its high profile.   
• The Concert Band went on tour to Western Australia.  

1989 
• The Concert Band and Choir performed in Sydney. 
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1990-1999 
 
Three Principals oversaw extensive renovations, celebrated the school’s Jubilee 
anniversary, enjoyed increased enrolments, and encouraged combined musical events 
with nearby schools. Students started participating in drama and sport again.  
 
1990 

• Each House presented a play at the Annual Drama Festival 
• Renovations were carried out on the old building and admin areas. New work 

included a computer centre, a “flying” wing to join up the 1941 and 1970 
buildings, the installation of security and soundproofing of the music rooms. 

1991 
• The school celebrated its Jubilee year with a black tie dinner, a concert at the 

Camberwell Civic Centre and Back to School Open House, tours and BBQ.  
• The ex-students group (CHESS) was formed and donated $500 to the 

Principal’s Fund 
• Senior classes were the biggest ever: Year 11 had 165 students and Year 12 155 

1992 
• Former students agree to be patrons of the Sports Hall/ Gym Appeal  
• TV stars helicoptered into “Cup Day” to raise $5,000 for the Sports Hall 
• Principal Ann Rusden retires 

1993 
• New Principal Norm Nugent commenced.  

1994 
• CHS took over the running of the pool.  

1995  
• The new Principal, Elida Brereton, would restore the name of CHS as a top 

school, despite fierce competition from neighbouring schools.  
• The $750,000 School hall was completed  
• Annual combined music concert with Canterbury Girls at St Paul’s Cathedral  
• Year 8, 9 and 10 students attend camps in Gippsland and Omeo.  

1996 
• 840 students enrolled, including the largest Year 7 intake for many years.  
• A new uniform was introduced. 
• The 50th Choral Festival was held at the school in May.  
• The Music Tour performed in South Australia and New South Wales.   
• A Sports afternoon were introduced for Year 9 and 10.  

1997 
• 8 paying overseas students commenced. 

1998 
•  A sister school relationship commenced with Isogo High School, Yokohama 
• A number of Year 12 students won “TOP CAT” drama awards.  

1999 
• 975 students enrolled. 200 in Year 7 and 285 in V.C.E 
• CHS awarded 1.2 million for a new Arts and technology complex  
• 8 students and 2 teachers visited our sister school in Osago, Japan  
• The House Arts Festival had music, dance, drama and art and design 

presentations.  
• An Australian Play The Temple was staged 
• Asia week was celebrated with a Moon Festival Assembly Concert. 

 
 



A potted history of Camberwell High School  
Sourced from A Jubilee Retrospective by Robert Ewins and CHESS newsletters   
	

2000-2009 
 
Principal Elida Brereton continued to ensure new works and renovations matched 
increasing enrolments. Students toured overseas, interstate and to regional Victoria for 
a variety of educational activities and the Year 12 students achieved outstanding results 
that led to university places. Music and sport continued to have a high profile.  
 
2000 

• 5 gifted students participated in the 2k International Student Project in Greece.  
• The City of Melbourne invited students and staff to represent them in China. 
• Two Year 11 leaders ran the Peer Support Program for Year 7 in small groups. 

2001 
• CHS was placed in the top 10 government schools in five Year 12 subjects.  
• The Wiz was staged. 
• The new V.C.E centre was opened.    

2002 
• All Year 7 home groups participated in the Karaoke Competition. 
• Year 8 went to the Rivoli to see Star Wars as part of their English studies. 
• 12 students visited our sister school in Yokohama. 

2003 
• CHS topped the state in LOTE (Languages other than English) and Geography. 
• New IT and science rooms, a refurbished admin. area and the library were now 

ready for use. The Hall held all 1200 students and staff for Assemblies.  
• Dannii Minogue dropped in during lunchtime much to the delight of students. 

2004 
• Year 9 cooked pancakes to raise money for homeless young people in the area.  
• Students participated in the Surf League, rowing, cross country and lacrosse. 
• The new Drama Centre was opened on the corner of Byron Street.  

2005 
• The Music Tour to the United States was memorable and very successful. 
• 25 French students visited Noumea 
• Senior staff visited Vietnam to report on the progress of 7 VCE students. 

2006 
• The Federal Government allocated $101,000 to upgrade the music facilities.  
• 50th reunion held for the first Matriculation students 
• Elida Brereton won the Sir James Darling medal for outstanding contribution to 

Victorian education. 
 2007 

• The Year 8’s wore costumes and enjoyed a banquet on Medieval Day.  
• Several athletes became State Champions at the Athletics Championships.    
• The James Morrison/CHS Senior Stage Band performed at Hawthorn Town Hall. 

 2008 
• A memorial service was held at the school for former principal David Collins. 
• Anzac Day was commemorated with recitations, readings and musical items.  
• 89% of Year 12’s gained a tertiary offer.   

2009 
• The devastating bush fires took the life of ex-student Brian Naylor and his wife.  
• The new canteen, change-rooms and the outdoor area were named The Hub.  
• 3AW Breakfast Show broadcast from the school and included student items.  
• Elida Brereton retired. In 43 years of service she only missed 1 day of work.  
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2010-2016 
 
The current decade continues to build on the past while looking to the future. A new 
building for Year 9 has enhanced their learning, and students in all year levels have had 
opportunities to engage in many learning experiences outside the classroom. Senior 
students have taken on leadership roles with commitment and enthusiasm and received 
strong support from staff.   
 
2010 

• The musical Singing in the Rain was staged.  
• Students were selected to go to Nepal as part of The World Challenge Expedition.  
• Ms Jill Laughlin commenced as Principal.  

2011 
• The Performing Arts Festival was a celebration of student talent.  
• The SRC ran a Respect and Responsibility Week to address core values. 
• The school community celebrated the 70th Anniversary. A symphonic work was 

commissioned and performed. It incorporates “School of our youth”. 
2012  

• Anzac Day included reflections from students who had visited Gallipoli and the 
Western front.  

• Chinese teachers from Suzhou visited the school and planned exchange visits.  
• The Battle of the Bands was staged by Year 12 students.  

2013 
• The Enterprise Centre was opened and would become “home” for Year 9.  
• Year 7 students participated in Peer Support sessions with Year 10 students.  
• A student forum was led by the Year 12 captains and SRC presidents. 
• The Basketball Courts were completed and ready for use.  

2014 
• Students were selected for trips to France or Greece and Italy. 
•  The musical Rent, with its’ challenging themes, was staged. 

2015 
• The 2014 High Achievers came back to share tips and advice with Year 12.  
• Six Year 9 students spent Term 2 at the Alpine School for Student Leadership.  

2016 
• Year 12 prepared for the year with a 2 day program at St Hilda’s College. 
• Year 7 continued the tradition of a camp at Portsea. 
• The musical Aida was staged.  
• The school celebrated its 75th anniversary with various activities including a 

lunchtime debate “Is education in 1941 better than education in 2016?”, students 
were sponsored for Run for the Oval and the band played at the Open Night.   

 

 
	

 
    
 
	


